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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Bldg. South Mall, Albany. New York 12223 Infarmation 518 474-0456
Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner

October 24, 1973

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Historic Preservation Officer, I am forwarding
the enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic Places:

Manlius Village Historic District, Manlius, New York,
Onondaga County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the
Committee on the Registers in accordance with the criteria outlined
in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic Preserva-
tion, the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome
the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH
State Historic Preservation
Officer
- . I

A
%u i ?Z} C/

F. L. RATH, JR.
Deputy Commissioner
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DESCRIPTION .00 i
{Check One)
X] Excellent R Good [J Fair ] Deteriorgted 7 Ruins [} Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
Alered %] Unsltered £ Moved £1 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I known)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In a three block grid on the eastern portion of the Village
of Manlius approximately fifty structures are concentrated in an

district is predominantly residential in character with four

block at the west end of the designated area. The district does
not include the downtown commercial area of Manlius because a

visual continuity .

Most of the buildings in the district face either Seneca
Street, the original Seneca Turnpike, or Pleasant Street which
parallels it to the North. The Pleasant Street residences tend
to be less grand than those prominently 51ted along the old turnj
pike.

active construction within this district. The flrst.phase came
around the time of the village's incorporation in 1813 and in-
cluded Smith Hall (the Masonic Temple), #501, #417, and #314
Seneca Street, #105 and #113 North Street, #112 and#113 Franklin
Street, #501 Pleasant Street, and Christ Eplscopal Church on
Seneca Street.

The Greek Revival influence was brought in on the second
wave of construction beginning in the 1830's which included #503
Seneca Street, #311, #309, #308, #306 Pleasant Street, the 014
Baptist Church and the Vasto commercial block on Seneca Street.

#316 Seneca Street (St. Ann's Convent) and #500 Seneca Stres
are the clearest architectural representatives of the 1850's and
60's, and then the 1880's broughtthe bandstand in Academy Park
as well as the filling between earlier houses along Pleasant
Street. The only major twentieth century structures in the dis-
trict are the brick neo-Federal First Baptist Church (1929) on
North and Pleasant Streets and more recently the Bell Telephone
Building (1970) and St. Ann's Church (1969). St. Ann's Church oz
Seneca Street is irregularly shaped to f£it an unusual site facing
Academy Park and like the brick and concrete Bell Telephone Build

vet shows some sympathy in scale and character to the overall vil
qualities.

Several distinctive architectural themes and types recur

within the Manlius Village Historic District possibly indicating
the hand of a common builder or craftsman. The three brick builg
ings with stepped gables--#134 Seneca Street (St. Ann's Rectory)

Van Schaack-Barnes House) form a striking complex in the center

undisturbed tree-shaded, nineteenth century village ambience. The

Like many villages Manlius shows several distinct periods of

churches (one of which is now a bookstore) and an early commercial

number of fires, remodelings and demolitions have infringed on its

E I

3

1

y
-

ing at 105 Franklin Street it is frankly contemporary in style and
llage

] -

of the district. They were all built within three years of each

ook
See .Continuation—Sheet

: :
_—
B

SNOITLDONALSNI

Smith Hall (the Masonic Temple) and #105 North Street (the Wattlés-~
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. . (Continuation Sheet) Ry et L
7. Description 2

(Number 21l entries)

other- (1813-16), and then Smith Hall was enlarged in 1824 to pro-
vide a third floor meeting room when the Masonic Lodge first
occupied the building. The lodge room still has murals depicting
symbolic Masonic scenes; these are said to have been painted
early in the nineteenth century by an itinerant painter by the
name of Fish. The paintings were later covered by wallpaper and
were rediscovered in 1902. #314 Seneca Street and #105 North

Street are similar in layout, a main two-story thkree bay wide section

with an attached one-story two bay wide wing. Centered in the
stepped gabile, both houses have a small oval window.

The front facade of #105 North Street has four slender pilasters,

another recurring feature found on a number of houses in the dis-
trict. Unlike the brick #105 North Street, the other four houses
with front pilasters are frame usually clad with flush boarding.
$#501 Pleasant is thought to be the earliest constructed of the
group (c. 1810) and like #105 North Street the pilasters are linked
with flattened arches. #501 Pleasant Street is the only house of
the group with pilastered facades to have a centered front door and
a nearly flat roof. #501 Seneca Street, #113 North Street, and
$112 Pleasant Street, the other houses of this type all have off~
center doorways and are turned gable-end to the street.

The Episcopal (1813) and 014 Baptist (1827) Churches on Senefca
Street have both been through a number of vicissitudes in the past
150 years. Christ Episcopal Church with its magnificent steeple
looks as if it belongs on a lofty site on top of a hill, and in
fact it was moved from the crest of the Seneca Street hill to its
present site in 1832. The Church has been "gothicized" in the
mid-nineteenth century with pointed windows and yet the interior
still has the stark undecorated quality of an early nineteenth
century church. Bluntly abbreviated due. to the loss of its
steeple the 01d Baptist Church on Seneca Street has been converte
into a bookstore. The church that superceded it when constructed
in 1929 is within the district on North and Pleasant Streets.

[N

$316 Seneca Street (St. Ann's Convent) is an elegant square
Ttalianate house. 1In a district of predominantly frame buildingg
it joins its neighbors #314 (the Rectory) and Smith Hall as one
of the few brick buildings.

Stone is an even rarer material in the Manlius Village Histgric

District. #417 Seneca Street is the only surviving limestone
structure and it is camauflaged under a coat of stucco. 1t was
originally a store and is now a house. Across the street on the
site of the present St. Ann's Church stood a stone commerc%al _
block, and throughout the district are a number of stone hitching

s and mounting blocks. ) .
post - g See continuatuation sheet

GPO 921.724
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

7. Description 3

(Number all entries)
The following structures are included in the district:

East Seneca Street
South side--$#306, 310, 312, 314, 316, St. Ann's Church,

bandstand.in Academy Park, #500.
North side--4#241, Vasto Block, 0ld Baptist Church, Masonic
Hall, #301. 405, 407, 411, 413, 417, 501, 503.

Pleasant Street
South side-—$304, 306, 308, 502, 506
North side--#211, 213-5, 301, 305, 307, 309, 311, 401, 405
407, 409, 501,
Franklin Street--#113, 112, 108, 105.
North Street—-#117, First Baptist Church, 106, 113, 105.

Clinton Street~—#105.

GPO 821.724
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriafe)'
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SPECIFIC DATELS) (I Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE {(Check One or More as Appropriate) f
Aboriginal {3 Educotion {3 Political ] Urban Plonning
{0 Prehistoric {71 Engineering {1 Religion/Phi- {1 Other (Specity)
{3 Historic ] Industry fosophy architecture .
[ Agriculture [ invention [ Science
[ Architecture . [0 Landscape {1 Sculpture
O At Architecture {1 Social/Human-
O Commerce {3 Literoture itorian
[} Communications : [ Militery 3 Theoter
[T} Conservation ] Mosic X ronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Manlius Village Historic District - Significance

The village of Manlius, born in the heyday of the turnpike
era, has been by-passed by later transportation routes, and the
area contained in the historic district retains much of te
flavor of the village's origins.

Two famous early nineteenth century New York State
turnpikes met in the heart of the Manlius Village Historic
District. The present day Seneca Street is the old Seneca
Turnpike leading west to Canandaigua, and Academy Street is

the 0l1d Cherry Valley Turnpike running from Albany through
Cazenovia. At the turnpike intersection (now Academy Park)

the inevitable tavern was among the first structures to appear
near the future site of the Christ Episcopal Church. Scattered
houses and then a commercial block on the site of the present
day St. Ann'!s Church, were built and the crossreads became known
as "Liberty Square."

Manlius was incorporated in.1813 .in-the same year as the
villages of Buffalo and Binghamton. To the west of Manlius

only Geneva and Oswego had been already granted similar powers
by the state to govern themselves. Syracuse, the neighboring
city which has long since dwarfed Manlius, was still swamp

land in 1813 and did not come into existence until the construc-
tion of the Erie Canal in the 1820's.

The preponderance of early nineteenth century buildings
(notably: Smith Hall, #314, #417, #501, #503 Seneca Street,
#306, #308, #309, #311, #501, Pieasant Street, #105, and
#113, North Street, #112 and #113 Franklin Street, Christ
Episcopal Church, the 01d Baptist Church and the Vasto Block)
illustrates this golden period of village prosperity due to
the turnpike trade. These elegant survivors with stepped
gables or pilastered facades were built for merchants, attorneys,
investors, doctors, and even the newspaper publisher, but the
Manlius' heyday was soon over. Alternate forms of transportatio
canals, railroads, and in the most recent years the New York

Thruway - all bypassed Manlius
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8. Significance (Continuation Sheet)

(Number all sntries)

and at the same time infringed on the former importance of the
0ld turnpikes. Because it was bypassed Manlius has had rel-
atively little concentrated development since the mid Nineteenth
century, and thus retains much of the flavor of the turnpike
era to which this small Onondage County village owes its
existence.

GPO 921.724
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Form No. 10-3010 ‘ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM N, FORNPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - atéc{ to or enclose with photograph eﬁ{'“ NUMBER DATE
Z N NAME TN T N N T
1= COMMON: Manlins Vi l'lag@\H'i storic District
- AND/OR HMISTORIC: : 5 Y
= B LOCATION N e N e e N N
g syreEET AND NUMBER:\(n ‘}\(
- Pleasant, Franklin, North, Clinton and East Seneca: Streets
CITY OR TOWN: A S
3 \
o Manlius N \
fune ST TE: N ODE |COUNTY: \ CODE
w ew York N 3§ Onondaga \ 0L
=z [ PHOTOREFERENCE T N ~ S
- cuoto Sgeoi.Barbara Rivette, Town Hidstorian N
DATE OF At—COYO: 1973
|49 NEGATIVE >¥;D ATz \) \
W _Barba Rivette, Route 1)\ Chittenangoy NY
o |4 IDENTIFICATION , N ‘ N N\
DESCRIBE VIE DIRECTION, ETC. . \
View looRing north at Christ\gpiscopal Church on East®Seneca
Street. o
INT: 154-72
Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
Rev, 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE New York
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
Onondaga
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
- (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
o COMMON Manlius Village Historic District
—— AND/OR HISTORIC:
- ; : ;
U STREETY AND NUM BER:
- Pleasant, Franklin, North, Clinton and East Seneca Streets
CiTY OR YOWN:
o Manlius
- STATE: copE |COUNTY: copE
v New York Onondaga 067
=z MAP REFERENCE e
SOURCE:
Homer D. L. Sweet's Map of Village of Manlius
w scaLe:  UNKknown ’
w DATEY 1860
- {4 REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Lotitude and longitude reference.
INT: tE8.72
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420 OGRAPHICAL REFERENCE -

Flick, Alexander ed. The History of the State of. New York,. Volum
V “Conquering the Wilderness". Ira J. Friedman, Inc ‘

- " - . - P -
ingon, LI, NY: 1962 ’ ore Wash

Rivette, Barbara S. "The Village of Manlius A Brief Hi
. ca S ces History"
Manlius Publishing Corporation: March 1970 Y

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOROINATES LATITUD

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY (o] DEFINING THe CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES ._ _
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees. Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
ww |43° 00 16" | 75° 58 40" o o

NE {43 ° 00 16| 75° 58" 23"
SE |43° 00 06" | 75° 58" 23”7
SW 432 00 Q6 152 59" - .
ST EROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROFPERTY: |5 ALY AL

JLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDAR?ES

STATE: CODE COUNTY o CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODRE COUNTY: - CODE

ORM PREPA

NAME AND TITLE:

Cornelia E. Brooke, Research Assistant; based oninformation prepar
Simzation Dy Barbara S. Rivette, Town Historian DATE

o
October 197

New York State Division for Historic Presexvation

STREET AND NUMBER:
South Swan Street Building
CITY OR TOWN:

Albany

(73, STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFIC

STATE CODE

e,.o; e

‘As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- R ' LRI ’ sl Dt
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that th‘s, property is included in the
£89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

avaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

National Register.

ional Park Service. The recommended : s e
iorthl b); tl"ae !‘::.::10;1 o: :h's ::);xination is Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
evel of significance it :

National [} State [} Local [X R N
A o] .
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Ay £
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State Historic
Title _Presgervation-QOfficesr

Keeper of The National Register
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SOURCE:
U.S.G.S. Manlius Quadrange 7 & minute series
scare: 1224000
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required,
2. North arrow.
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