
 

Books with a protagonist older
or younger than you

 

My grandmother asked me to tell you she's
sorry
by Fredrik Backman

Seven-year-old Elsa's grandmother dies and leaves behind a series of
letters, sending the girl on a journey that brings to life the world of her
grandmother's fairy tales

My brilliant friend
by Elena Ferrante

Beginning in the 1950s Elena and Lila grow up in Naples, Italy, mirroring
two different aspects of their nation. Original. 50,000 first printing.
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Parable of the sower
by Octavia E. Butler

In 2025 California, an eighteen-year-old African American woman,
suffering from a hereditary trait that causes her to feel others' pain as
well as her own, flees northward from her small community and its
desperate savages

Room
by Emma Donoghue

A 5-year-old narrates a riveting story about his life growing up in a single
room where his mother aims to protect him from the man who has held
her prisoner for seven years since she was a teenager. Reprint. 250,000
first printing.

To kill a mockingbird
by Harper Lee

The explosion of racial hate and violence in a small Alabama town is
viewed by a little girl whose father defends a black man accused of rape
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Salvage the bones
by Jesmyn Ward

Enduring a hardscrabble existence as the children of alcoholic and
absent parents, four siblings from a coastal Mississippi town prepare
their meager stores for the arrival of Hurricane Katrina while struggling
with such challenges as a teen pregnancy and a dying litter of prize pups

Kafka on the Shore
by Haruki Murakami

The unlikely alliance between Kafka Tamura, a fifteen-year-old runaway,
and the aging Nakata, a man who has never recovered from a wartime
affliction, brings dramatic changes to both characters as they embark on
a surreal odyssey through a strange, sometimes violent, sometimes
fantastical world. 60,000 first printing.

Demon Copperhead
by Barbara Kingsolver

The teenage son of an Appalachian single mother who dies when he is
eleven uses his good looks, wit, and instincts to survive foster care, child
labor, addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses
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The kite runner
by Khaled Hosseini

Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local
kite-fighting tournament and his loyal friend Hassan promises to help
him. But neither of the boys can foresee what will happen to Hassan that
afternoon, an event that is to shatter their lives. After the Russians invade
the family is forced to flee to America, Amir realises that one day he must
return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the one thing that his new
world cannot grant him: redemption

The book thief
by Markus Zusak

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the
story of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-
telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding,
as well as their neighbors

The 100-year-old man who climbed out the
window and disappeared
by Jonas Jonasson

Confined to a nursing home and about to turn 100, Allan Karlsson, who
has a larger-than-life back story as an explosives expert, climbs out of
the window in his slippers and embarks on an unforgettable adventure
involving thugs, a murderous elephant and a very friendly hot dog stand
operator. Original. 75,000 first printing.
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The remains of the day
by Kazuo Ishiguro

An English butler reflects--sometimes bitterly, sometimes humorously--on
his service to a lord between the two world wars and discovers doubts
about his master's character and about the ultimate value of his own
service to humanity

Vera Wong's unsolicited advice for murderers
by Jesse Q. Sutanto

When she discovers a dead man in the middle of her tea shop, Vera
Wong, a suspicious Chinese mother with time on her hands, calls the
police but not before swiping the flash drive from the body, setting a trap
for the killer that becomes complicated by unexpected friendships with
her customers.

The Thursday murder club
by Richard Osman

Meeting weekly in their retirement village's Jigsaw Room to exchange
theories about unsolved crimes, four savvy septuagenarians propose a
daring but unorthodox plan to help a woman rookie cop solve her first big
murder case.
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Major Pettigrew's last stand
by Helen Simonson

Forced to confront the realities of life in the 21st century when he falls in
love with widowed Pakistani descendant Mrs. Ali, a retired Major
Pettigrew finds the relationship challenged by local prejudices that view
Mrs. Ali, a Cambridge native, as a perpetual foreigner. 75,000 first
printing.

This could be us
by Kennedy Ryan

When her life explodes in a cloud of betrayal and disillusion, Soledad
Barnes, while working to support her daughters, rediscovers herself, but
when a man she shouldn't want but can't resist enters the picture, she
wonders if she can be brave enough to make room for what could be.

The switch
by Beth O'Leary

Ready for an adventure in the months after her husband of 60 years
departs, a woman from a picture-postcard Yorkshire village offers to
swap places with her burned-out adult granddaughter to pursue romance
in bustling London. Original. 75,000 first printing.
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The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
by Rachel Joyce

Jolted out of emotional numbness by a letter from an old friend who
wants to say goodbye before she dies, Harold Fry embarks on a 600-
mile hiking journey to his friend's side without supplies, an endeavor that
stirs up memories of his unhappy marital and parenting experiences.
40,000 first printing.

We spread
by Iain Reid

"Penny, an artist, has lived in the same apartment for decades,
surrounded by the artifacts and keepsakes of her long life. She is
resigned to the mundane rituals of old age, until things start to slip.
Before her longtime partner passed away years earlier, provisions were
made, unbeknownst to her, for a room in a unique long-term care
residence, where Penny finds herself after one too many "incidents."
Initially, surrounded by peers, conversing, eating, sleeping, looking out at
the beautiful woods that surround the house, all is well. She even begins
to paint again. But as the days start to blur together, Penny--with a
growing sense of unrest and distrust--starts to lose her grip on the
passage of time and on her place in the world. Is she succumbing tothe
subtly destructive effects of aging, or is she an unknowing participant in
something more unsettling?"

Killers of a certain age
by Deanna Raybourn

"Billie, Mary Alice, Helen, and Natalie have worked for the Museum, an
elite network of assassins, for forty years. Now their talents are
considered old-school and no one appreciates what they have to offer in
an age that relies more on technology than people skills. When the
foursome is sent on an all--expenses paid vacation to mark their
retirement, they are targeted by one of their own. Only the Board, the
top-level members of the Museum, can order the termination of field
agents, and the women realize they've been marked for death. Now to
get out alive they have to turn against their own organization, relying on
experience and each other to get the job done, knowing that working
together is the secret to their survival. They're about to teach the Board
what it really means to be a woman--and a killer--of a certain age''

Have questions?
Contact me by phone at (315)-682-6400, email (lmartin@manliuslibrary.org),

or in person at the reference desk.

https://libraryaware.com/2304/Catalog?Author=Joyce%2c+Rachel&Title=The+Unlikely+Pilgrimage+of+Harold+Fry&Upc=&Isbn=9780679645115&PreferredLink=authortitle
https://libraryaware.com/2304/Catalog?Author=Joyce%2c+Rachel&Title=The+Unlikely+Pilgrimage+of+Harold+Fry&Upc=&Isbn=9780679645115&PreferredLink=authortitle
https://libraryaware.com/2304/Catalog?Author=Joyce%2c+Rachel&Title=The+Unlikely+Pilgrimage+of+Harold+Fry&Upc=&Isbn=9780679645115&PreferredLink=authortitle
https://libraryaware.com/2304/Catalog?Author=Reid%2c+Iain&Title=We+spread&Upc=&Isbn=9781982169367&PreferredLink=authortitle
https://libraryaware.com/2304/Catalog?Author=Reid%2c+Iain&Title=We+spread&Upc=&Isbn=9781982169367&PreferredLink=authortitle
https://libraryaware.com/2304/Catalog?Author=Reid%2c+Iain&Title=We+spread&Upc=&Isbn=9781982169367&PreferredLink=authortitle
https://libraryaware.com/2304/Catalog?Author=Raybourn%2c+Deanna&Title=Killers+of+a+certain+age&Upc=&Isbn=9780593200704&PreferredLink=authortitle
https://libraryaware.com/2304/Catalog?Author=Raybourn%2c+Deanna&Title=Killers+of+a+certain+age&Upc=&Isbn=9780593200704&PreferredLink=authortitle
https://libraryaware.com/2304/Catalog?Author=Raybourn%2c+Deanna&Title=Killers+of+a+certain+age&Upc=&Isbn=9780593200704&PreferredLink=authortitle


https://www.manliuslibrary.org/
https://www.manliuslibrary.org/

